
St. Raymond Receives
National Blue Ribbon Award 

History of the Blue Ribbon
The Blue Ribbon Award is a U.S Department of 
Education award created in 1982. The Blue Ribbon 
Award recognizes honorable private and public 
schools every year. The U.S Department of 
Education has given The Blue Ribbon Award to 
more than 8,000 schools since the award was 
founded.

Elisabeth DeVos is the 11th and current United 
States Secretary of Education. She has had this 
position since 2017. Betsy DeVos is a Republican 
well known for her support for school choice, 
school voucher programs, charter schools, and 
giving The Blue Ribbon Award.

Mrs. Mitchell
What did you do to contribute to the Blue 
Ribbon Award? I was on the blue ribbon team, 
so I helped write the application for the award.
What do you think we did to earn this award?
I think the students, parents and staff all 
contributed by working together by helping 
students reach their potential.
Mrs. Skowera
What was your role in helping our school earn 
this award? There were lots of questions and I 
helped give them to the Blue Ribbon Foundation 
and I edited other submissions to give to the 
Blue Ribbon.
What made our school stand out and earn this 
award?  The teachers are truly committed to 
their work teaching at a catholic school. The 
students work their hardest every day and that 
really shone out and was one of the reasons we 
won. It was a community effort. 

IN THIS ISSUE
Blue Ribbon              p. 1
Monster Mash              p. 2 
Junior High              p. 2
New Faculty              p. 3
Special Persons’ Day        p. 3
Veterans. Day              p. 4
Orange Ruler                    p. 4
American Ninja Warrior   p. 5
Minecraft                          p. 6  
Student Streaming            p. 6
Art Inspires                       p. 7
Penn State QB                  p. 8
SRS Fall Sports                p. 9
Thanksgiving Funnies    p. 10

CONTRIBUTING 
WRITERS

Xander Adkins
Ava Jane Close
Max Hargadon
Sam Hargadon
Seamus Heil
Avery Maentz
Violet Maentz
Jason Maurer
Joseph Morales
Jimmy Stavros
Patrick Stavros
Patrick Kauke
Bobby Riefke
Teddy Riefke
Coleen Karsten
Sean Whetstone
Brock Wrede

Criteria
The Blue Ribbon is judged by academic excellence and is given to schools that have 
demonstrated that students can achieve to high levels. The ribbon recognizes the hard 
work of all of the students and educators at the school.

By Max Hargadon and Sean Whetstone

Ms. Ward & Mrs. Cunningham 
Receive Award with Dr. Rigg

Mrs. Stoeckel’s Class Excited about 
Blue Ribbon Award



By Colleen Karsten
Junior high is a big step from fifth grade, therefore, many students are 
nervous. Luckily, the journalists here at Saints Scoop have you covered 
with everything you need to know for your first year in junior high.

To start off, we sent out our team to interview the two homeroom 
teachers, Mr. Carrico and Mrs. Lynch. We had them answer some of the 
most asked questions regarding being a middle school first year.

First, they were asked: “What was the biggest shocker of junior high?” 
Mr Carrico’s response showed concern to the concept of schedules. “I 
think having passing periods and moving to different classes.”

Mrs. Lynch, however, leaned toward being more prepared for the 
variety of subjects. “Bringing the right materials to the right classes is 
very important,” she replied.

Next, they responded to: “What indispensable life lesson do most 
students learn in junior high?” Mr. Carrico answered that students tend 
to take better notes starting in sixth grade, listening skills improving.  
Mrs. Lynch mostly agreed, but also supported being more organized 
and trying to be more mature, advising that organization and 
responsibilities are definitely needed for sixth grade. 

Terrifying monsters, spooky ghosts, ghoulish zombies, and creepy goblins visit St. Raymond school. SO BEWARE of 
the horrifying CREATURES!   Every year at St. Raymond School, we have the Monster Mash. The Monster Mash is 
where  kids go to have tons of  Halloween fun. School volunteers run the haunted house. The haunted house is pretty 
scary but it is not the only creepy activity.  Every year, parents decorate their cars with spooky items for Trunk and 
Treat. The parents give out candy to kids from their decorated trunks. Parents and kids can also get some delicious 
treats at the food stand like popcorn, marshmallows, and fruit. 

When you entered the haunted house people greeted you.  These creepy doctors led you as you traveled through the 
haunted house. There were lots of jump scares, so you needed to watch out for the scary doctors, nurses and patients. 
There were zombie patients coming out of everywhere and people came out of the walls to scare you. There were 
people with needles chasing you, too.  Pretty scary! At the end of the haunted house, you crawled through a tunnel that 
had people under it  screaming in terror. We hope you had a good time, BWAHAHAHAHAHAHAHAHA!!!!

Monster Mash: It was a Graveyard Smash
By Joseph Morales & Jason Mauer

Moving On Up to Junior High

Continued on page 3 2

Students Karina, 
Alonzo, and 

Jerricho Enjoy 
Trunk and 
Treating at 

Monster Mash

Mr. Carrico’s & Mrs. Lynch’s Classes

Team 
Building 
at Camp 
Duncan



Mrs. Heil has been a part of the St.Raymond family ever since her oldest 
daughter went here. She decided to become a teacher here because her kids go 
here and she knew it was a great school. She said it is fun to teach at the same 
school that her kids go to and she likes to see what they are doing during the 
day. Her favorite subject to teach her 1st graders is Science. 

By Patrick Stavros & Bobby Riefke

Junior High, con’t. from pg. 2
Then, to wrap up questions, the teachers 
answered: “What is your favorite part of 
teaching junior high?”  Mr Carrico said he 
liked watching students' writing abilities 
adapt and excel, “..growth in writing from 
sixth to eighth because of the pride they have 
in their work.”  

Mrs. Lynch said she had always been 
impressed with how sixth graders make more 
choices for themselves. “They gain a 
stronger point of view and start to develop 
more of their own style.”

Finally, both teachers gave a little 
encouragement to the new sixth graders. 
“Welcome to middle school! I hope we have 
a great three years together,” said Mr. 
Carrico

Mrs. Lynch added, “I’m looking forward to a 
great year together!”

Mrs. Hernandez used to teach at Queen of All Saints, a school in Chicago. She teaches 
accelerated Math and Reading, which are her two favorite subjects, for 4th and 5th grade, 
she also teaches 5th grade science. 
 

Mr. Davis is next and his favorite sport is football and when he was young he played sports 
like baseball, basketball, golf, football, and volleyball. Mr.Davis’ favorite athlete is Tiger 
Woods the golfer. Now that he is teaching at St. Raymond he really likes seeing his sister, 
Miss Davis, and the smiling faces from the students. His favorite game in P.E. is dodgeball.

New faces in SRS Faculty
There are six new teachers at St.Raymond and we asked some of them a few 
questions about themselves and what it is like to be a teacher. The new 
teachers this year are Mrs. Heil, Mrs. Hernandez, Ms. O’Connor, Mrs. Jahn, 
Mr. Davis and Sr. Diego.  We wanted to get to know a bit about them.  In this 
issue, we talked to Mrs. Heil, Mrs. Hernandez and Mr. Davis. 

Welcome to Special Persons’ 
Day
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Mrs. Hernandez & 5th Graders

Mr. Davis and his SRS Class

Mrs. Heil on First Day of School



St. Raymond Honors Veterans

Saints Always Measure Up
We are very excited on how well we did with our 
Orange Ruler Challenge for our school.  It was great to 
see Ms. Ward up on the roof waving to us.  We raised 
over $58,000 for school.  Thank you to those who 
provided support for the main fundraiser for the year.  
Mrs. Sadalsi’s homeroom came in first place and earned 
a Kona Shaved Ice treat and a $100 Amazon gift card 
for their class.  The Fun Run and Pig Race was a huge 
hit with all the students! 
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with two fastest times on the City Qualifying course got to compete head to head in 
this jaw dropping obstacle to win the Speed Pass, clinching a spot at National 
Finals in Las Vegas.  Drechsel stormed the Power Tower and beat Kevin Carbone 
handily.  

By: Teddy Riefke and Sam Hargadon

Drechsel crushed the competition in Stage 2 and moved on to Stage 3. Drechsel dominated the competition. He was one 
of only two competitors to compete on Stage 4 - a 75 foot rope climb completed in under 30 seconds. Drechsel went 
first on Stage 4.  The crowd in Las Vegas watched in stunned silence as Drechsel climbed Mt. Midoriyama with about 
two seconds left. While Daniel Gil the only other person to make it to Stage 4 did not complete Stage 4 in under 30 
seconds.  Drew Drechsel won the $1,000,000 and became only the second ANW Champion ever! Will Drew Drechsel 
come back next season and be the first person to win the $1,000,000 back to back? Find out next season on American 
Ninja Warrior. 

The next thing Drechsel had to face was the City Finals which is the same course as 
the qualifying but with four more obstacles. Drechsel also beat that course and got 
to compete a second time on the Power Tower for a chance to win the Safety Pass, 
which gives the ninja a “do-over” on Stage 1 or 2 of the National Finals. Again, 
Dreschel earned the second pass. Next stop, Las Vegas. 

Have you ever watched American Ninja Warrior? If not, you should. This year on American Ninja Warrior, Drew 
Drechsel had an incredible season! This was Drew Drechsel’s ninth year competing and the show’s 11th season. 
Drechsel started his season by hitting the City Qualifying buzzer in Atlanta and getting up the Mega Warped Wall, 
earning $10,000.   The next obstacle Drechsel tackled was the Power Tower, this season’s new obstacle.  The ninjas

This trip to the National Finals was Dreschel’s 7th. His goal this season was to 
make it to Mt. Midoriyama and hit the Stage 4 buzzer, winning $1,000,000. Only 
one other ninja accomplished that feat, Isaac Caldiero. On Stage 1, Drechsel had a 
shocking fall on the Tire Run. He used his Safety Pass to get a second chance and 
blew through the course and hit the buzzer. He was now on Stage 2, two courses 
away from Stage 4 and a chance at the $1,00,000.

A New Champ Crowned in American Ninja Warrior
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Teddy & the Warped Wall at Atlanta 
City Trials

Teddy was an Audience Member at Atlanta Taping of ANW

Teddy & Drew Drechsel at Chicago Ninja Gym



Minecraft; The Best and the Blockiest!
By Avery Meantz and Xander Adkin
Minecraft is a game where you can create, destroy and build something new! Minecraft is a world of blocky terrain 
that consists of different biomes like deserts, oceans, jungles, flower biome, mountains, plains and forests. Some of the 
biomes have their own world-generated structures like villages, igloos, underwater ruins, shipwrecks, and woodland 
mansions. The villages are in almost all of the biomes except for mountains, flower, mesa, taiga and ocean. Other than 
that, you can find a village anywhere!

One of the goals of the game is to craft the best tools. Tools defeat monsters and 
mine materials. You can go mining with different pickaxes which are wooden, 
stone, gold, iron, and diamond. Diamonds are the rarest mineral and can only be 
found 12 blocks and under from the bottom of the world. Tools such as axes, 
pickaxes, swords, shovels, bows, and fishing rods can be crafted with various 
resources. Diamonds, being the rarest resource, are the best material to make 
armor and tools.  

While mining, players run into rare abandoned ruins such as mineshafts.  Mine 
Shafts are long, pre-made tunnels that have broken rails and minecarts with chests 
in them. There are also underground tunnels with rooms such as the jail, the 
library, and the portal room, which is called a stronghold. Portals lead players to 
other dimensions such as The End.  In this portal, gamers fight one of the game’s 
bosses which is called The Ender Dragon. There is also one more structure found

underground called a dungeon. A dungeon houses a cage in the middle with either a cave spider, zombie, or skeleton 
spinning around in a circle, and whenever the cage lights up, a spider, zombie, or skeleton pops up in the game and 
attacks you.    

After mining, one option is to craft a boat and set sail into the ocean to find some treasure. If you see a dolphin, that’s 
really good not only because they’re kind of adorable but if you feed it cod (hope you brought your fishing rod),  it 
shows you the way to either underwater ruins or a shipwreck. If you find underwater ruins, you have to mine the 
mossy brick to find a chest with treasure. If the dolphin leads you to a shipwreck, then go through the trapdoors of 
the ship and you will find a chest with a treasure map in it. If you look at the map you will see a big, red, X. Go to the 
center of it, and start digging down. You might find armor, diamonds, tools, TNT, or a heart of the sea. And one more 
thing, watch out for underwater zombies called drowns with tridents. There are also underwater temples, guarded by 
guardians which are spiky fish with laser eyes. Continued on Page 7

Youtube, Netflix or TV? What the 6th Grade is Watching
Have you ever heard the phrase “I binged it on 
Netflix,” or “I streamed it on Youtube,” or maybe 
even “I tune in every week to watch it on cable?”  In 
today’s digital world, you can watch anything on your 
phone, the computer or a tablet at the touch of a 
button.  Watching an entire season of shows, instead 
of just an episode every week is called binge watching 
and it has become very popular.  I decided to ask my 
classmates what they watched most- regular T.V., 
Youtube, or Netflix.  I polled the 6th grade class and 
these are the results. 

I expected that Youtube would be the most popular, but not by this much.  With Youtube, now you can watch 
movies and T.V. for an added price.  It is almost like its own T.V.   People can get anything that they would get 
from a regular T.V. on their phone or mobile device. 

By Seamus Heil
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Like I said before, there’s a biome that’s called dark oak forest. It’s home to people called illagers. They’re just like regular 
villagers, but their skin is gray, they dress different, and they are hostile. There are Vindicators, who have iron axes and drop 
emeralds when killed, Evokers, who can summon little, evil, gray demons with iron swords and they can summon spikes from the 
ground so they can hit you; they drop a Totem of Undying which you use when you’re about to die and if you do, then you won’t 
die. There are also  witches, who throw potions at you like slowness and poison and if you attack them, then they give themselves 
healing or regeneration potions. 

There are more dimensions than just what people who play Minecraft call the overworld. In fact, there are two more. One of them 
is called the Nether. It’s a fiery dimension with a fortress with a maroon colored brick that is like a maze of corridors. It is the 
jewel of the Nether and it’s what everyone wants to find when they go to the Nether. It houses three of the toughest enemies in 
Minecraft. One of them is called a blaze. It doesn’t exactly have a body but it has smoke for a body and has miniature fire rods 
swirling around it’s smokey body. When it sets itself on fire, it shoots fireballs at you. Another Nether enemy is called the the 
Wither Skeleton. The Wither Skeleton is just like a normal skeleton, but it’s taller and looks black and gray.  When it hits you, your 
health goes down continuously. This is called the wither effect. This last one is called a ghast. A ghast is just like a ghost but it’s 
square, it is very large, and it shoots fireballs at you. You know, your average ghost. Then there’s another boss home to the Wither 
(and yes, it is different than a wither skeleton), which is one of the two bosses in Minecraft. You have to get four pieces of soul 
sand and place them in a T. Then you put three Wither Skeleton skulls on top of the T, and then it turns into a flying skeleton with 
three heads. But instead of a soul sand body, it has a skeleton body. It also shoots miniature Wither skull heads at you. When you 
finally slay it, you get a Nether Star which you need to make a beacon. A beacon makes sure that you don’t get lost by showing a 
beam of light in the sky.

The last and final dimension is called the End. It houses one of the other bosses, the Ender Dragon. It gets its health from giant 
towers. There are orbs that you have to destroy otherwise it just keeps regaining health. If you want to know what you get after 
you slay the beast then, you have to play the game to find out!

Minecraft  Con’t. from page 6

Art is Inspirational
Art is an important part of our lives. When we were researching for this article, we found our favorite paintings. Ava’s 
favorite painting is Starry Night and Violet’s favorite is Still Life with Geranium. 

The painting, Starry Night, is a beautiful example of art. It was created in 1889, and uses so many colors in the most 
beautiful places. Vincent Van Gogh is an amazing artist with such a creative mind.  Another example of art is Still life 
with Geranium, painted in 1906 by Henri Matisse. There are many colors.  It is beautiful because there is so much detail 
and the way that it is painted is so inspiring. Beautiful paintings, such as Vincent Van Gogh's Starry Night and Henri 
Matisse’s Painted Still Life inspired other artist to paint lots of other paintings. We asked a few teachers questions about 
art. 

Q. Would you rather draw still life or be in still life? 
A. Mrs. Sadalski: Draw still life.  
Q. What is your favorite art museum? 
A. Mrs. Jimenez: The Art Institute of Chicago. 
Q. What do you think is the best color combination? 
A. Mrs. Mitchell: Black and white.
Q. What kind of art would you like to do?
A. Mrs.Sadalski: Pottery. 
Q. Would you rather be a painter or a sculptor?  
A. Miss Puszka: Sculptor  
Q. Who is your favorite artist?  
A. Mrs. Hernandez: Edgar Degas.  
Q. Who is your favorite musician? A.  Mrs.Burt: 
Howard Shore and James Galway.

By Ava Jane Close and Violet Maentz

We can create many 
kinds of art that 

could inspire others. 
What is your 

favorite piece of art 
that inspires you?
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By Sam Hargadon
This year the cross country team did 
very well. Everyone worked hard 
and the effort showed, as many of 
the runners improved every race. At 
the conference meet, the varsity 
boys took third place, the boys 
junior varsity took second place. 
The sectional boys and girls runners 
did great, though there was very 
tough competition. Neither team 
made it to State and both teams got 
sixth place out of 12. The only state 
qualifier was William Adkins, who 
qualified as an individual. It was a 
great season for all the cross country 
runners.

8

The Volley for the Cure is a volleyball tournament in which Saint 
Raymond and other schools compete. The tournament is held to raise 
money for Breast Cancer Research.  The Volley for the Cure 
happened on October 4, 2019. The 5th through 8th grade girls 
compete in this tournament.  Fifth graders Maddie and Sophie 
participated in the tournament..  Both  were excited for Volley for the 
Cure because it was their first year playing and they represented St. 
Raymond School.

Every year St. Raymond has two scrimmages and four actual games. 
Grades 5 and 6 scrimmage each other.  The 7th and 8th graders are 
split up into two teams, the 7th and 8th grade teams are A and AA.

 

The Girls Score Again at Volley for the Cure
By Jimmy Stavros and Patrick Kauke

Volley for the Cure Participants

7th Grade Girls Volleyball Team 5th Grade Girls Volleyball Team

6th Grade Girls Volleyball Team 8th Grade Girls Volleyball Team

Cross Country Team Supporting William 
before State Finals

Students at the school paid a dollar to wear jeans and a Volley for the Cure shirt. Last year, St. Raymond raised $3,132 
at Volley for the Cure.  This year, even more funds will be going to Cancer Research because $3,500 was raised! Great 
job Saints!

Cross Country Run Tough

St. Raymond school offers many sports such as cross 
country, volleyball, basketball, track and field, and softball.   
Cross country is a long distance running competition where 
groups of kids run for their school. The conference meet 
was at Melas park on September 27, 2019. Forty runners 
signed up this season and ran their hearts out the whole 
way.  Over the season, there were four regular meets and 
the final race for qualifying students was Conference. At 
Conference, St. Raymond ran well against 12 other teams. 
Varsity boys ran their way to third place in a gruesome two 
mile run,  Junior Varsity boys ran as hard as they could and 
ended up achieving second. Varsity girls ran a tough two 
mile race and got edged out of the top by only four points. 
Junior Varsity girls also ran very well. All in all it was a 
very successful meet for St. Raymond.  William Adkins 
qualified for State as an individual. SRS was so proud of 
William’s state performance. Congratulations!

By Sean Whetstone and Brock Wrede
Girls’ Volleyball Sets the Competition

The volleyball season started in September.  St. 
Raymond has a 5th grade team, 6th grade team, two 7th 
grade teams, and two 8th grade teams. This has been a 
great season for girls’ volleyball at St. Raymond.  The 
5th grade girls had five wins and only three losses. 
Congrats on your success! While the 6th grade girls had 
a phenomenal season, with 7 and 3 record.  Way to go!  
Seventh grade AA team placed third in regular season, 
and came in second place for the NWCC conference.  
While the 7th grade A team placed second in their 
regular season, and second in the NWCC conference.  
Eighth grade AA team placed first in regular season 
conference play with a record of 9-1. They made it to 
semi finals for NWCC tournament.  The 8th grade A 
team had a spectacular season, securing first place in the 
Greater Chicago Catholic conference Volleyball 
Challenge Tournament. Go Saints! 

By Sean Whetstone and Brock Wrede



This year, college football has had a lot of turnarounds and surprises. The preseason poll top four were Clemson, 
Alabama, Georgia, and Oklahoma. Three of those teams were out of the top four in the first College Football 
Playoff  rankings that came out in week 11. The top four in the first CFP rankings were Ohio State, LSU, 
Alabama, and Penn State. Penn State shockingly made the top four after being ranked 16th in the preseason poll. 
Ohio State and LSU were ranked 5th and 6th in the preseason poll respectively. I took the time to interview 
starting quarterback for Penn State, Sean Clifford, who is second in the BIg Ten in passing yards, and passing 
touchdowns, behind Iowa’s Nate Stanley and Ohio State’s Justin Fields. 

Q. How often do you practice during the season?
A. We practice five days a week on the field, but have meetings every day for about 7 to 8 hours.
Q. Who was you favorite football player growing up?
A. My favorite football player growing up was Peyton Manning because of how he plays.
Q. How did you decide to commit to Penn State?
A. I liked the coaching staff and the college itself.
Q. Who do you think the hardest team you play will be this season?
A. Ohio State
Q. Do you get nervous playing in front of a lot of people and being
on TV?
A. I don't really get nervous and I'm used to it. 
Q. What do you like best about being a quarterback?
A. I like that I get to touch the ball every play”
Q. Do you play any video games like Madden of Fortnite?
A. Yeah, I play both. 
Q. Who is your favorite professional football team?
A. The Cincinnati Bengals because that is my hometown.
Q. What has been your biggest accomplishment in in football? 
A. The State Championship in high school, for sure.
Q. What are you majoring in college? 
A. Advertising
Q. How old were you when you started playing football? 
A. Six years old, so about first grade.” 

On Saturday, November 9, Clifford took the 5-0 Nittany Lions into the University of Minnesota’s TCF Stadium, in 
front of 50,000 Golden Gopher fans.  Penn State fell short that day, losing in a close game, 31-26.  This dropped 
the Nittany Lions to 9th in the NCAA polls.  A sign of a true champion is how they come back from defeat.  After 
a week of hard work and preparation, Clifford lead the Nittany Lions to a 34-27 victory over Indiana University 
back home in Happy Valley with 11 pass completions for 170 yards, scoring one touchdown and zero 
interceptions in one of his best games of the season.  Penn State’s big test is this Saturday against undefeated, 
second ranked Ohio State in Columbus.  It will be a big day in Columbus with ESPN’s College GameDay on 
campus and the Big Ten Conference Championship up for grabs. 

In the Huddle: An Interview with Penn State QB Sean Clifford
By Bobby Riefke
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Bobby with Sean Clifford before Michigan State Game 



Q: What did the the turkey say after its meal?
A: “I’m stuffed!”

Q: What do you call a smart pumpkin on Thanksgiving?
A: Pumpkin pi

Q: What key can’t open doors no matter how hard you try?
A: A turkey

Q: What usually comes at the end of Thanksgiving
A: Traditionally, the letter G

Q: Why was the Thanksgiving soup so expensive?
A: It has 24 carrots

Q: If the Pilgrims were alive what would they be famous for?
A: Their age

Q: What smells the best at thanksgiving?
A: Your nose

And now for a little bit of my advice:
You should always share your prayer before
Thanksgiving gracefully. (Look closely. There’s a pun in this sentence)

Tech 
Turkeys by 
4th Grade

Corny  Jokes For Thanksgiving

Happy Thanksgiving from the Saints Scoop Staff!
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By Xander Adkins and Avery Maentz


