
 
School Social Work Updates October, 2019 

Social-Emotional Learning 

Students in Kindergarten and 1st grade took a look at the books Only One You and 

You Be You by Linda Kranz and continued their social-emotional learning by celebrating the 

things that make them unique and special.  Students in grades 2-5 worked together in 

small groups on an activity designed to encourage them to THINK before they speak, not 

only at school with their classmates but also at home with their family and friends.  Ask 

your sons and daughters what the acronym THINK stands for and how they are working on 

living out this message.   

Junior High students continue their Second Step/Responsive Classroom sessions on 

non-Mass Tuesdays.  Students engage in Responsive Classroom activities as a homeroom 

two out of every three Tuesdays and come together as a whole grade level for Second 

Step activities one out of every three Tuesdays.  Each time that they meet as a whole 

grade level, they solve another piece of an escape room puzzle on the topic of growth 

mindset.  Second Step began by taking a look at mindsets and goals and is currently 

working on a unit about values and friendships.  We are spending time bonding and building 

relationships. 

Lunch Bunch 

Almost all students in grades 1-5 have attended their first Lunch 

Bunch.  This is an opportunity for students to foster friendships and 

develop useful skills such as leadership, organization, and communication. 

Students will continue to meet with their classmates in a safe environment 

to participate in a variety of games and activities and put their skills into 

practice. 

Home and School Connection Newsletter 

Take a moment to check out the October issue of this newsletter.  There are some 

great tips for how to team up with your child’s teacher and a great article reminding all of 

us that “mistakes make your brain grow”. 

Individual Counseling 

I may work with your child individually to provide social and emotional support.  It is 

my privilege to work with your children and to watch them grow and problem-solve.  It is 

http://www.st-raymondschool.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/October-Home-and-School-2019.pdf
http://www.st-raymondschool.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/October-Home-and-School-2019.pdf


rewarding to know that, each time that they work things out, they build their 

self-confidence.  I believe in working together with parents, teachers, and administrators 

to empower all students to navigate the changes and challenges in their lives, especially 

those that may interfere with their learning.  Please contact me, Lori Smithe, at 

Lori.Smithe@St-Raymond.org if you have any questions or concerns or you would like me to 

meet with your son or daughter. 
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