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Which continent includes the Jutland 

and Iberian Peninsulas? Sikkim, a re-

gion between Nepal and Bhutan, is part 

of what country?  These questions cause 

most students to sweat through their PE 

shirt, but a few brave souls made it to 

the final round of the Geography Bee on 

January 23, 2019, held in the St. Ray-

mond gym. 
 

The Geography Bee is a contest for 4th 

through 8th grade students who are 

quizzed on their knowledge of the 

world. Each teacher asks their students 

questions about the world.  There are 

seven preliminary rounds with 35 ques-

tions in each round, a grand total of 245 

questions. Once all of the classes are 

done answering the questions, the teach-

ers asked the kids how many questions 

the kids got wrong. The teachers even 

double checked all questions to make 

sure they were correct. 
 

Ten lucky and smart students made it to 

the Geography Bee finals including two 

students from every grade from fourth 

grade and above. Fourth grade students 

were Patrick Kauke and Patrick O’Shea, 

fifth grade students were Jonathan Phan 

and Max Hargadon, and sixth grade stu-

dents were Coleen Karsten and Nico 

Bonomo. The students from seventh 

grade were Andrew Bertolotti and So-

phie Vernoski, and the students from 

eighth grade were Henry Kauke and 

Paul Sudol. At the finals, Mrs. Skowera 

had the job of reading the rules for each 

round and Mr. Carrico read the ques-

tions. Miss O’Grady was the score keep-

er and Mrs. Anzalone was the time 

keeper to make sure the kids were not 

taking too long. 
 

“I was so proud of all of the students 

that participated in the Geography Bee, 

but I did enjoy watching the Kauke sib-

lings go head to head in the tourna-

ment.  It is always fun to see sibling ri-

valry!” said Mrs. Anzalone.  

 

The competition was tough for all the 

contestants, but in the end Henry Kauke 

was the champion. Mrs. Anzalone add-

ed, “Henry is the student I turn to for all 

of my World War II facts, so I was 

pleased to see he did eventually win.” 
 
Sophie Vernoski, 7th grader, came in a 

close 2nd place in the final round, and 

she also had a fun rivalry:  her younger 

cousin, Max Hargadon, competed 

against her, too. It seems “history” must 

run through these families! 
 
Let’s thank everyone at Saint Raymond 

School for participating in the Geogra-

phy Bee. Let’s also thank Mr. Carrico, 

Miss O’Grady, Mrs. 

Anzalone, and Mrs. 

Skowera for help run-

ning the whole com-

petition. Congratula-

tions to Henry Kauke 

for his terrific show-

ing. It was a great 

competition, and con-

gratulations to all the 

participants. 

Eighth Grader Takes SRS Geography Bee Crown 
By Sean Halpin, Max Hargadon, and Brock Wrede 
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Saint Raymond celebrates Catholic Schools Week every 

year in late January. We celebrate Catholic schools by do-

ing fun activities for all. Each day of the week celebrates 

something about our 

Catholic faith. This 

year, the Polar Vor-

tex put a twist in the 

schedule. Many ac-

tivities were post-

poned until the fol-

lowing week be-

cause school was 

closed due to severe 

cold. 

 

Sunday is the start off for Catholics School Week. As al-

ways, there was a mass held at 9:30 am and all students 

wore their uniforms to celebrate the parish. After mass, the 

school held hospitality in the school cafeteria. There were 

many delicious treats to choose from including donuts, cof-

fee cake and much more. Between getting treats, parents 

walked around the school and asked questions about the 

teachers’ classrooms. In each classroom,  teachers dis-

played students’ work to show visitors what they have been 

learning in class or a fun activity they did. Parents were 

also able to purchase gently used uniforms at the uniform 

sale. 

 

Monday was Cele-

brate the Commu-

nity Day where the 

students could 

wear St. Raymond 

spirit wear or a 

shirt celebrating 

Chicago or Mt. 

Prospect.  In the 

afternoon, stu-

dents attended an 

assembly with the 

American Heart 

Association. In 

addition, the 

Classroom Bingo 

Challenge began. The week before, each class made a post-

er showing the places in Mt. Prospect that they love which 

included, restaurants, businesses and community services. 

Each poster was then delivered to its business. Families 

were asked to find the poster, take a selfie, tag St. Raymond 

in social media, then send the picture to their homeroom 

teacher.  If the students filled up the class bingo chart or 

just got five in a row the class won a prize like movie day, 

out of uniform, and just to name a few! 

 

On Tuesday, January 29, the students participated in mass 

on Celebrate Vocations Day. At mass, there was a blessing 

for the special guests who were priests, nuns and deacons. 

After mass the students learned about vocations in religion 

class. 

 

Due to the cold weather, Wednesday’s activities were post-

poned to the following week.  Wednesday was Celebrate 

Students Day! The activities included out of uniform and a 

cultural arts assembly with acrobats. 

 

Students were also able to make up Thursday’s activities 

the next week.  Students wore their teacher’s favorite color 

shirt to kick off Cele-

brate your Faculty 

and Staff Day.  Each 

class took a picture 

which was used in 

the bulletin board 

outside the main of-

fice. Everyday we 

should take the time 

to appreciate our 

teachers! 

 

On Friday, February 1, school was in session and the stu-

dents wore spirit wear on Celebrate Families and Volun-

teers Day.  At morning drop off, teachers handed out cook-

ies to parents.  Each cookie package included a handmade 

thank you card.  Cards were created by students in art 

class.  The students took part in Buona Beef special lunch. 

Friday evening capped off Catholic Schools week.  The 

junior high danced the 

night away at the Aloha 

Dance. 

 

Despite the crazy cold 

temperatures, St. Ray-

mond celebrated Catholic 

Schools Week with many 

fun activities. It was a 

great way to show how 

the St. Raymond Saints 

appreciate the parish, the 

school. our families and 

Mt. Prospect! 

Celebrating St. Raymond School During Catholic Schools Week 

By Ella Hennig, Karina Ramirez, and Maeve Wrona 



St. Raymond Band has seen 

many changes this year, but 

as things change, some 

things remain the same.  The 

band program still has three 

main bands, Cadet, Interme-

diate and Concert. In addi-

tion to the three main bands, 

members can participate in Stixx & Jazz Band.  These two 

fourth grade reporters have participated in the band pro-

gram for the first time this 

year and would like to 

share with you their 

thoughts and experiences. 

Patrick and Jimmy are both 

members of the Cadet 

Band.  Patrick plays the 

saxophone and Jimmy 

plays the trumpet. Our new 

band director, Miss Kim 

Taube, has taught Patrick 

the hard notes, such as a 

high A. Miss Taube has helped Jimmy hit high notes such 

as a high C.  Fourth grade students get to experience band 

with the older students and learn how to play cool instru-

ments. 

When asked about Cadet band, Miss Taube said “I love 

working with young musicians and enjoy working on new 

music with the young musicians.  It is fun to help them to 

solve every problem they struggle through.” 

Each band participates in many contests as well as the 

Christmas and Spring concerts held at school. Cadet band 

participated in an ensemble contest. The Jazz Band per-

formed at the Jazz 

Jamboree.  Miss 

Taube, the band 

director, thought 

it was a great ex-

perience for eve-

ryone and it was 

cool to play with 

other schools’ jazz bands. 

For the first time, two St. 

Raymond seventh grade 

band members got to par-

ticipate in the 45th Annual 

Tuba Christmas this year! 

According to the website, 

Tuba Christmas.com, 

“Tuba Christmas was conceived in 1974 by Harvey Phillips 

as a tribute to his teacher and mentor William J. Bell, born 

on Christmas Day.” Tuba Christmas concerts are held 

throughout the world.  After decorating their baritones with 

Christmas 

lights and deco-

rations, Teddy 

Riefke and Jack 

Lopez took 

their instru-

ments down to 

the Palmer 

House Hotel in 

Chicago the 

Saturday before 

Christmas for Tuba Christmas Chicago.  Teddy, Jack and 

Miss Taube joined over 575 tuba and baritone players in a 

Christmas concert. Anyone who plays a tuba-like instru-

ment can register to play. Elementary & high school stu-

dents, college marching band members, band directors and 

professional band members who perform in symphonies 

come together to play popular Christmas songs. One tuba 

player even traveled all the 

way from South Africa! 

As the school year is coming 

to a close, Jimmy and Patrick 

are super excited to play the 

National Anthem at the 

Schaumburg Boomers baseball 

game on May 25. Make sure to 

get your tickets to the game 

and come see the St. Raymond 

band. We would love to see a 

packed house of St. Raymond Saints. 

St. Raymond Band Program Strikes a New Chord 
By  Patrick Kauke and Jimmy Stavros  
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This year, the I-Kid-a-Rod was different from other years. Each year, the fourth graders learn about all of the states in 

America, including Alaska.  At the end of the unit, all the fourth grade students study Alaska and put on the St. Raymond I

-Kid-A-Rod race. In the past, there have been two classes and those two classes compete against each other. This year, 

however, the 4th grade has only 26 students and  just one homeroom. 

Miss O’Grady split up the teams into 13 students. As part of the project, 

each student picked a real musher in the Iditarod and tracked them on a 

giant map outside of Miss O'Grady's classroom. In addition to tracking 

the real race, the class Skyped with Mrs. Hart’s friend who lives in An-

chorage.  He and his family breed and train sled dogs. The students got to 

ask questions about what it is like living in Alaska and how they train the 

dogs. In addition to these fun activities, the students made totem poles 

about Alaskan animals in art class and, in computer class, made 

slideshows with the research they conducted about Alaska.  The presen-

tations included land features, climate, animal, and Iditarod history. In 

the actual Iditarod, the final musher crossed the finish line in Nome Mon-

day afternoon, ending the 2019 Iditarod Trail Sled Dog Race after 14 days, 22 hours, 51 minutes and 49 seconds. It only 

took the fourth graders 45 minutes to race around the school! 

By Bobby Riefke and Tony Freni 

Fourth Grade Finish I-Kid-A-Rod and Learn about Alaska 
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Gadz Ukes 
By Maggie Schram  
What is a ukulele? A ukulele is a string instrument that 

looks like a mini guitar, but it only has four strings, not 

five. The ukulele was founded by Portuguese people who 

wanted to leave 

their home and 

find another is-

land. They land-

ed on the Ha-

waiian islands 

which were also 

known as the 

Sandwich Is-

lands. Since 

these immigrants were very used to playing guitar, they 

learned to carve a mini guitar with only four strings out of 

sugarcane. The word ukulele means “jumping flea” be-

cause it was tiny, and had a vibrant and cheerful sound. 

There are four types of ukuleles, the baritone ukulele, the 

tenor ukulele, the ukulele concert, and the ukulele sopra-

no. If this sounds interesting, then you should consider 

joining the new ukulele club called Gadz Ukes! 

Gadz Ukes is a club that Mrs. Burt runs during lunch and 

recess on Mondays, Tuesdays, and Thursdays. It is open 

for all sixth and seventh graders.  They work on random 

songs they want to play like Spaghetti with Meatballs or 

Happy Birthday. On February 28, they performed at 

McTeacher Night at the McDonalds near Randhurst. They 

performed many songs like What do Y ou do with a Silly 

Sailor, Row, Row, Row Your Boat, and many more. They 

also played at the Christmas Nativity. They played Soon 

and Very Soon and O Come All Ye Faithful. After the Na-

tivity performance, they had a party in Mrs. Burt’s class-

room.  The club members had a blast at the party.   

Google for Doodle is a nationwide kindergarten through twelfth 

grade contest sponsored by Google. The theme this year is 

“When I grow up I hope…”   Students design a logo using the 

Google logo based on what they wish for when they grow up. If 

you are chosen as the winner, your design will be on the Google 

logo on the search engine’s website for one day. The winner re-

ceives a $30,000 college scholarship, a $50,000 technology pack-

age for his/her school, and a trip to the 

Google headquarters to work with the 

Google Doodlers. The judges of this 

year’s competition are Kermit the Frog, 

Jimmy Fallon, and Mandy Manning. 

Last year’s winner was Sarah Gomez-

Lane. The theme for 2018 was “What 

inspires me.” She won with her dinosaur 

doodle because she hopes to be a paleon-

tologist when she grows up. 

Saint Raymond students participated in 

this event. It is a combined art and technology project. Students did this project in school during 

art and computer class. Students learned how to use two different art apps on the iPad and then 

chose whether to complete their doodle using technology or traditional art tools.  Some ideas were outer space themed, 

science themed, and environmental themed, among others. Good Luck to everyone that enters the competition! 

St. Raymond Saints Doodle for Google 

5th-8th Graders Enter Contest to Win $80K in Prizes 

By Sam Hargadon and Teddy Riefke 

“When I Grow Up I Hope for Equality”  -Charlotte C. 7th Grade 

“When I grow Up I Hope for Opportunities in Astronomy”  

-Brock W. 5th Grade 



Everyone loves the feeling of putting on a new pair of 

shoes or a new shirt from of their favorite companies. To-

day, Nike, Adidas, and Under Armour rule the sportswear 

scene, but what exactly sets these companies apart? 

Adidas 

Adidas, one of the most successful sportswear companies, 

was co founded by Adolf Dassler and his brother, Ru-

dolph, until a feud forced them to split the business into 

two different companies:  Adidas and Puma. Adidas also 

owns the popular sportswear company, Reebok. Adidas 

has a net worth of $8.7 billion and their all time best-

selling shoe is the Stan Smith tennis shoe. 

Nike 

Nike sells about 900 million items each year, and their 

largest store is 42,000 sq. ft. in Oxford, London. In both 

2002 and 2002, Nike won two Emmy Awards for its com-

mercials. Nike has a net wort of over $9.8 billion. In fact, 

they were founded by the legendary Phil Knight. 

Under Armour 

Kevin Plank, the founder and CEO of Under Armour, 

started the company in his grandmother’s basement, and 

the company has a net 

worth of over $7.9 bil-

lion. They have recently 

signed Notre Dame to a 

record breaking 10 year 

deal, rumored to be worth 

more than $90 million. 

They are the youngest 

company featured here 

but in many cases the 

most successful. 

The Sportswear War 

By Xander Adkins and Brendan Ziegenhorn 

The 15th annual Joey Sykes 8th Grade Boys Basketball Tournament was a 

huge success, both as a fundraiser and a basketball competition. The tourna-

ment raised $4,125 for the Bear Necessities Foundation on behalf 

of Joey Sykes for Neuroblastoma research.  The 8th grade Gold Team won 

the Gold Division Championship for the first time since 2009.    

The tournament could not have taken place without the hard work of the 

countless volunteers, especially the 7th grade families that hosted this 

event, the generous businesses that donated raffle items, the staff of St. 

Raymond parish and school,  the generosity of Lincoln Middle School 

(games were played at Lincoln’s gyms), and the students, past and present, 

who help keep Joey’s spirit alive.  Debbie, Joe, Jessica and Ashley Sykes 

continued to inspire the participants with their tireless fight against Neuro-

blastoma.  

Joey Sykes Tourney Big  Success 



St. Raymond School closed out basketball season with much to be 

proud of. Our school had fifteen teams participating in the Northwest 

Catholic Conference League.  From 5th grade to 8th grade, boys and 

girls competed against other Catholic elementary schools during con-

ference play, as well as schools outside the conference in tourna-

ments.  Our 8th grade teams had an exciting year.  The boys 8th grade 

A team won St. Ray-

mond School Joey 

Sykes 8th Grade Boys 

Tournament in January and finished in 2nd place in the conference.  Our 

8th grade girls team won the St. Raymond School Kate Conlon 8th Grade 

Girls Tournament in December.  We are proud of all our student athletes 

and appreciate them representing St. Raymond School so well.  Go 

Saints!   

Spring sports are underway.  St. Raymond has a track and field team, 

boys volleyball teams, and  girls softball teams compete this spring.  

There are 56 student-athlete on the track and field team participating 

in many different events.  The junior varsity softball team roster has 

twelve 6th and 7th grade girls, while twelve 7th and 8th grade girls 

play on the Varsity team.  Come cheer on the Saints at a track meet, 

volleyball game or an thrilling softball game.  

Saints  Make Strides  on the Hardwood 

Spring Sports Underway 



St. Raymond Honors Mr. Burke after Return from Honor Flight 

Anyone who spends any time at St. Raymond knows Mr. Don 

Burke.  Mr. Burke and his wife, Marge, raised their family in the 

parish and all their three children, Matt, David and Donna attended 

St. Raymond School.  At 89 years young, Mr. Burke finds time to 

volunteer at the school as a crossing guard, preschool and kindergar-

ten  morning greeter, Eucharistic minister at school masses, and a 

Saints Scoop subscriber!  Students of all ages look forward to seeing 

his friendly face and experiencing his awesome high fives.  Mr. 

Burke was recently chosen to participate in the Veteran Honor 

Flight.  He and a group of other veterans of the Korean War met at 

4:30am at Midway Airport for a whirlwind, 20 hour trip to Wash-

ington, DC.  The group toured the World War II, Korean and Vi-

etnam Memorials, and met with Illinois government officials.   The 

next time Mr. Burke was scheduled to be a crossing guard,  St. Ray-

mond students surprised him with a hero’s welcome.  The Pep Band 

greeted him with patriotic marching tunes and students wrote post-

cards of love and appreciation.  We are truly blessed to have Mr. 

Burke as an inspiration and role model for all at St. Raymond.   


