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Special Person’s Day has always been a great day at Saint Raymond! Students choose a special person in their life 
and invite them to spend the morning at school. Following a special mass, students get to show their loved ones their 
school, classroom, what they have been learning and the Book Fair! This is especially great when relatives that live far 
away are able to attend. Special Person’s Day is a great way to reunite with loved ones and start the holiday season!

Some highlights from Special Person’s Day 2017!

Welcome to Special Person’s Day
By Colleen Karsten
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Monster Mash 2018
By Joselyn Mendez

On October 20th the annual Monster Mash was held. It was a cold 
and windy night but that didn’t stop all the Saint Raymond ghouls 
and goblins from coming out for some Halloween fun. There were 
lots of activities, delicious food, a s’mores bar, a movie in the 
community room, a bake sale, trunk-or-treat and a haunted house. 
The amazing haunted house, designed by Mrs. Julie LaCamera, 
was a huge hit with everyone, young and old! Hannah, a 6th 
grader, told us about her favorite 
part of Monster 
Mash,  “The 
trunk-or-treat 
was my favorite 
part. I liked giving 
out candy and see-
ing the little kids 
in their costumes”. 
It was a fun night 
for everyone who 
attended!

The Athletic Association is a big part of Saint Raymond athletics and 
athletic finances. Its responsibilities are to raise money to pay for sports 
equipment that students and athletes use in basketball, volleyball, 
softball, etc. The biggest Athletic Association money-makers are the 
Walk-a-Thon and the Kate Conlon Volleyball Tournament. The Walk-a-
Thon is held every fall and students write letters to friends and family to 
sponsor them. This year the Walk-a-Thon raised over $13,000! The Kate 
Conlon Christmas Tournament is a girls basketball tournament held every 
year in memory of Kate Conlon, a 1991 graduate of St. Raymond who 
died tragically just over 27 years ago.

Saint Raymond Athletic Association
By Graham Ellis  

There are many different positions within the Athletic Association such 
as President Emeritus and two Co-Presidents. The President Emeritus, 
or past president, is Mr. Steve Samuelson and the current Co-Presi-
dents are Mr. Ryan Ellis and Mr. Josh Vernoski. Ms. Ward, the principal 
of Saint Raymond, is also part of the Athletic Association. She not only 
oversees the school, she also oversees the Athletic Association. 

Everyone involved with the Athletic Association works really hard for 
our school. If you see one of the board members around school or at a 
game be sure to thank them for all they do for Saint Raymond.
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Faith at Saint Raymond
The St. Raymond School motto Faith, Academic Excellence and Service describes who we are as a community. This 
year, the Saints Scoop staff will focus on each part of the motto with a photo collage depicting how  the students are 
living the motto each day. This issue will show how students practiced their faith so far this year.   

Living our Faith

Honoring our Veterans
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LAKES AND OCEANS: 
What’s the Difference?
By Maggie Schram and Julia Hong

Have you ever wondered why the oceans are salty and lakes are 
not? Well, here it is: oceans are salty because when the rain falls 
it is fresh water. Then, when it falls, it slightly erodes rock which 
causes salt and little minerals to dissolve in the water. Last, the 
salty water gets into the ocean. When the sun is evaporating the 
water, it leaves behind all the minerals and  things it picked up, so 
it will not get into the freshwater. When the evaporated water rains 
on the lake or on the ground, there is enough turnover to keep the 
water fresh. 

Want to know if saltwater marine life can live in freshwater and 
freshwater marine life can live in saltwater? Some animals can 
live in both freshwater and saltwater. These animals are called 
euryhaline fish. An example is salmon. They mostly live in salt-
water, but when they begin to mate, they go up rivers to lay eggs 
in the freshwater. Then they die of tiredness which is sad. The 
babies then hatch and go to the ocean. There are two different 
types of euryhaline fish, anadromous and catadromous. According 
to livescience.com, anadromous fish are born in freshwater, but 
spend most of their lives in the sea, only returning to freshwater 
in order to spawn. Catadromous fish, on the other hand, generally 
live in freshwater bodies of water and only enter saltwater to 
spawn. For example, European eels live in freshwater and lay their 
eggs in saltwater. They are the opposite of anadromous fish. Most 
fish are not euryhaline fish. For example, goldfish can only live in 
freshwater. They would die if they went into salt water. According 
to sciencing.com, some animals have a adaptation so that they do 
not drink the water. Whales get their water from the animals they 
eat. Now you know the difference between oceans and lakes.
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Tesla!
By William Adkins

Have you heard of Tesla? They make many electric cars and are famous 
for their environmentally friendly cars. The prices were supposed to go 
down after Elon Musk, the CEO, announced the new Tesla Model 3. “In 
terms of price, of course, it’ll be $35,000.” But, the price hasn’t fallen to 
the $35,000 price range . . . at least not yet. 

Recently the price of Tesla stock went down and then went back up. One 
of the reasons for the drop in Tesla stock price is a very bad and avoid-
able car crash involving a Tesla vehicle which was using the autopilot 
feature.  While on autopilot, the vehicle crashed into a concrete divider.  
The Tesla vehicle caught on fire and the person in the vehicle died. 

There is another reason that Tesla’s stock price fell.  Tesla’s Model 3 
sedan was produced at a very slow rate because they “had to redesign 
a piece of supplier software,” according to CNBC. CNBC also notes that 
Tesla only produced 222 cars during one quarter when they planned to 
produce 1,500. 

According to Automotive News, the $35,000 cars will start to be made 
in the first quarter of 2019 if the Model 3 sedans production rates go up. 
Due to the slow rate of production, even if Tesla wanted to sell more cars, 
at this point, they couldn’t due to limited supply.

What does the future hold for Tesla?  Since I started writing this article, 
the Tesla stock price has been on the rise.  According to Green Tech 
Media, “Tesla’s next few quarters should be even more action-packed 
than the current spectacle.”  Tesla is one to watch!
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Virtual Reality
By Seth Filas and Jason Maurer                 

About the virtual reality
The person who created virtual reality was Ivan Sutherland. Ivan Suther-
land created the first Head Mounted Display (HMD) which was attached 
to a computer system. HMD closely resembled a portable television and 
could not be comfortably worn by a person.

VR Games
Some of the VR game are Star Trek: Bridge crew, Beat Saber, Doom VFR, 
The Lab, Space Pirate Trainer, Combat Coaster, Transference, Robinson: 
The Journey, and much more. These games were mostly created in 
2017, 2018, and 2016.

Disbenefits and Symptoms of Playing on VRs Too Long
Loss of spatial awareness, dizziness, disorientation, seizures, nausea, 
eye soreness and trouble focussing.

New Marvel Spiderman 
Ps4 Exclusive
By Jack Aliprandi, Kyle Ramirez and Sam Hargadon

Are you interested in video games? Well, this is the place for you. There 
are many hot new games in 2018, but one stands out, Marvel Spider-
man. This Ps4 exclusive is packed with action and thrilling excitement. 

You’re probably asking, “What do you even do in this game?” You start 
off the game as Spiderman in the sense that this is not an origin story 
of the actual character, but eight years as Spiderman. The portrait of 
New York City is full of things to do, from crimes, finding backpacks, and 
snapping photographs. There is tons to do! One thing you do to see the 
crimes in particular is activating surveillance towers, these towers help 
you see crimes and missions that you can complete. You can also unlock 
different suits for Spiderman, there is 30 of them. These suits help you in 
many ways, mostly for style, but also for new abilities. There are unique 
abilities for different suits. According to Android Central, different suites 
unlock different abilities, for example; the Spider Armour MK 2 unlocks 
the bulletproof ability and the Advanced Suit unlocks the battle focus 
ability. On top of that, the ratings are blowing through the roof. According 
to Metacritic, 87% of the people who bought this game loved it. One 
man quoted, “This game is simply phenomenal. First, the game looks 
amazing, the graphics are some of the best this gen and it is breathtak-
ing to look out into New York.” We think that quote raps it all up. 

This game costs around $60. The age restriction is rated T for Teen. 
Some of the villains in the game include Kingpin, the Shocker, Black Cat, 
Silver Sable, Electro, Mister Negative, Tombstone, Screwball, Taskmas-
ter, Vulture, Rhino, Scorpion, Doctor Octopus, and Goblin. This game 
was developed by Insomniac Games and published by Sony Interactive 
Entertainment. We hope you enjoy this game, have fun!!

Hot Movies of 2019
By Xander Adkins  and Patrick Kauke

Did you know there’s going to be a ANOTHER Wreck it Ralph AND a new 
Frozen?! PLUS a second Mary Poppins?! Not to mention The Grinch and 
a second Lego Movie?! 

You might not know that, but we certainly do, and that’s why we decided 
to share our movie knowledge with you! DR. SEUSS

Okay let’s start of from the top of the list, Wreck It Ralph. Most of you 
probably saw the first Wreck it Ralph and if you did, then good for you, 
but  if you haven’t then I won’t spoil it for you. So Ralph and Vanellope 
go on an adventure into the internet to find a spare part of a video game. 
Little do they know,  about the huge quest in front of them. We’re  really 
excited for this movie to come out and personally we really want to see it.  

Next, I will tell you about The Grinch. The Grinch is a Dr. Seuss favorite 
and this green Christmas hater is now starring in a second movie where 
stealing Christmas is still on his to-do list. Many people think this movie 
is going to be a hit and the moment this movie hits the theaters, we’re 
going to see it! 

Our next stop on this movie marathon is Frozen. Wait, did I say Frozen? 
I meant the all new Frozen 2! The first lovable movie was a hit and this 
sequel will definitely blow away the crowds. We’re all hoping for some 
new characters, songs, and action in this all new animation. 

There is another Mary Poppins! Even after 55 years this film is new, 
updated, and coming to theaters on December 19, we all hope this movie 
will be supercalifragilisticexpialidocious! For this new supercalifragilistic-
expialidocious film, the mysterious Mary Poppins watches not one, not 
two, but three children. Mary Poppins realizes the kids don’t remember 
the joy of their childhood, so she and Mr. Dawes, Jr. both need to bring 
back their joy.

The last movie we’ll be talking about is a little something I like to call The 
Lego Movie … 2. The first movie was great and in this new film, Emit 
and Planty go on a quest to save Lucy and his friends because an alien 
kidnapped them (classic movie making). 

Now go watch a new movie, but not just any movie, a hot movie of 2019!
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Do you hear the ticking,
ticking, ticking?
By Max Hargadon and Brock Wrede

The House With a Clock in its Walls is a movie that was based 
on a 1973 novel by John Bellairs with the same name. The 
movie stars Owen Vaccaro as Lewis Barnavelt, Jack Black as 
Jonathan Barnavelt, Cate Blanchett as Florence Zimmermann, 
Sunny Suljic as Tarby Corrigan, Kyle MacLachlan as Isaac Izard, 
and Renee Elise Goldsberry as Selina Izard. In the movie, Lewis 
Barnavelt, an orphan whose parents recently died in a car 
crash, moves to the town of New Zebedee, Michigan, to live 
with his uncle Jonathan Barnavelt. 

Lewis’ uncle turns out to be a well-intentioned warlock who 
plays saxophone at four in the morning. His next-door neighbor 
and friend, Florence Zimmermann, is far more powerful. The 
previous owners of Jonathan’s house are Isaac and Selena 
Izard, a couple who had dedicated their lives to black magic and 
planned to bring about the end of the world. Isaac constructed 
a clock that he hid somewhere inside the walls of the house. 
He died in a gruesome process to make a key to start the clock. 
The key was made out of bone, which Jonathan and Florence 
thought was Selena’s. They assumed Selena was dead. The 
clock will tick forever as it tries to pull the world into the magical 
alignment, which would allow Isaac to destroy the world.

Lewis becomes friends with a local boy named Tarby Corrigan, 
who seems to be the exact opposite of Lewis: popular, athletic, 
funny, and strong. The two friends drift apart, and Lewis tries 
to impress Tarby by attempting to raise the dead in the local 
cemetery on Halloween. In doing so, he releases Isaac from 
his tomb. Do you think Isaac and Selina will win? Do you think 
they won’t? Watch the movie to find out. We would definitely 
recommend this movie because it is action packed movie that is 
really exciting. It is definitely scary and funny. There is a couple 
of jump scares, but we definitely think it’s a great movie.

The Nutcracker and the 
Four Realms
By Karina Ramirez and Maddie Mcguire 

Have you heard about The Nutcracker and the Four Realms? If you 
haven’t, it came out November 2, 2018. According to collider.com, 
The Nutcracker and the Four Realms is a live-action fantasy from 
Disney based the classic ballet about a young girl that goes through 
the tragedy of her mother’s loss. On Christmas Eve, a girl named Clara 
(Mackenzie Roy)  listens to her godfather (Morgan Freeman) when he 
tells her to follow her gift of a golden rope.  She meets the Nutcracker 
and meets many more people such as the Sugar Plum Fairy (Keira 
Knightley), Hawthorne, the King of the Flower Realm (Eugenio Derbez), 
and the King of the Snow Realm (Richard E. Grant).  She finds out that 
her mother created those realms.

On her adventure, Clara finds out that her mother created the four 
realms and was the queen. Sadly, she died which left Clara to take 
after her mother and be the queen. Before she even knew it,  Philip the 
Nutcracker (Jayden Fowora) would guide her on her quest to find the 
key to open the egg that her mother gave to her for Christmas. Clara 
does everything that she can for the key to save the Realms. As she 
goes on this amazing adventure, she learns that things aren’t as they 
seem and she will never forget what happens to her.  What do you 
think will happen? To find out, see The Nutcracker and the Four Realms 
which hit theaters November 2, 2018.
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Cross Country Killed It!
By Seamus Heil and  Sean Halpin  
The runners had an amazing year! Cross country practices started right 
after school and went  until 4:30 PM. They are on Wednesdays  Fridays, and 
Saturdays. On Saturdays, the practices started at 9:00 AM. They had four 
regular meets and a conference meet. 

Each practice, there were three different groups which were the red group 
which was the easiest, but still pretty hard, the white group which was 
in between extreme and pretty hard, and the black group which was the 
hardest and most extreme!. 

The conference race started on a crisp fall morning and all the runners had 
to arrive at about 8:00 AM. There was excitement in the air! Before the race, 
All the runners went on a walk-through so that the runners (finish this sen-
tence). Then the Varsity and JV girls went first and everyone ran well! Next, 
it was the JV boys and Varsity boys’ turn. The  final race was the open race 
began in which is boys and girls together in one race. Over all, everyone in 
all the races did amazing!

The top 10 girls and boys qualified for sectionals. In the girls’ and boys’ 
races, there were about 100 kids racing. In the girls’ race, the Saints gave 
it  their all and ran quick times. Jillian S. places made it to the State Finals. 
When the boys raced, each runner finished well, earning the team third 
place overall! They haven’t done that since 2013. It took forever to get the 
awards for the boys, but it was worth the wait!

Cross Country State

With cars packed and decorated, the cross country team departed St. 
Raymond for Normal, IL, at noon on Friday, October 12. When the runners 
arrived, they all did a walk-through of the course then headed to the hotel to 
unpack their things.  At 6:00 the team met downstairs in the hotel restau-
rant to carbo-load for the next days’ competition. All the kids had to go to 
bed at around 9:30 PM. At 6:45 AM everybody had to be eating breakfast. 
They left the hotel at 7:15 AM to get early jump on the competition. At 9:15 
AM, Jillian got to her box and was ready for the race. She ran a great pace 
of 13 minute, placing 46th out of 230 runners! The boys’ team also showed 
their Saints toughness by finishing 19th overall! Go Saints!

Cross Country Party

The Cross Country party was held in the Community Room.  Parents brought 
different treats and food. Everyone from got up and grabbed what they 
wanted and sat back down for the awards ceremony. All the kids were 
laughing and having fun. It was a great way to end the season!
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Volleyball Champions!
After a terrific season, the 8th Grade A2 Girls Volleyball team ended their 

season in the Northwest Catholic Conference championship game! They 

fought hard, but ended up losing in the NWCC Championship Game 

bringing home the second place trophy. The Saints mark the season with 

many accomplishments, including finishing the regular season as unde-

feated Conference Champs. This team also won the St. Paul Volleyball 

Invitation Tournament.  According to the St. Raymond Athletic website, 

“These girls for three years represented St. Raymond’s with drive, focus 

and tenacity. They made their coaches and parents proud.”  

Congratulations Saints!  
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MLB Postseason
By Tony Freni, Bobby Riefke, Frankie Cox and William Adkins

The 2018 Major League Baseball season came to a close with an 
outstanding playoffs, in which the team with the best record, the Boston 
Red Sox,  came home with the World Series crown.  The playoff race 
started on October 1st, with the Chicago Cubs and the Milwaukee 
Brewers playing in a tiebreaker for the National League Central Division. 
The Brewers won 3-1 and won the division. The Cubs went to the 
Wild Card game against the other NL tiebreaker loser, the  Rockies. 
The Rockies lost to the Los Angeles Dodgers 5-2. In the NL Wild card 
game. The Rockies beat the Cubs 2-1 in 13 innings. In the AL Wild Card 
Game, the New York Yankees beat the A’s 7-2. 

In the , the Dodgers beat the Braves in four games. In the first two 
games of the series, the Dodgers shut out the Atlanta Braves. The other 
NLDS series was lopsided, except for the first game when the Brewers 
won 3-2 in 10 innings. Those two runs were the only runs the Rockies 
scored in the whole series. 

In the Put here what ALDS stands for. , the Cleveland Indians played the 
Houston Astros and the Boston Red Sox played the New York Yankees. 
The Astros swept the Indians even though the Indians were the favorite 
to win the AL. The Red Sox beat the Yankees in four games. In game 
three, the Red Sox won 16-1 which was the  2nd largest blowout in 
MLB postseason history. The AL and NLCSs were closer.

In the NLCS, the Dodgers beat the Brewers in seven games. Three of 
the four games were decided by one run. The top two teams in the AL 
faced off in a tense American League Championship Series. The Astros 
cruised passed the Red Sox in game one. It looked the series was all 
Houston but the Red Sox won the next four games. 

The World Series matched up the Red Sox and the new heavy hitting 
Dodgers. Boston won the first two games. The Dodgers 
came back home down 2-0 in the series. Game 3 went 
into 18 innings, one of the longest postseason games in 
history. Max Muncy walked it off with a solo homerun. 
In game four, the Red Sox came back in the ninth down 
6-4 and scored five runs to win 9-6. The Red Sox were 
now one win away from their fourth World Series in 15 
years. The Dodgers’ Clayton Kershaw, and the Red Sox 
ace, David Price, both gave up first inning home runs.  
Price’s was on his first pitch of the game. The game was 
silent until it broke wide open when the Sox scored  runs 
in the 6th 7th and 8th innings. The Dodgers couldn’t 
do anything else and the Red Sox won another World 
Series. Are the Boston Red Sox a dynasty? Only history 
will tell. 

NHL Predictions
By Teddy Riefke and Sam Geier

The National Hockey League (NHL) has a lot of great teams, like the 
Pittsburgh Penguins! The Penguins were a solid team in the 2017-
2018 season finishing 2nd in Metropolitan Division. The Penguins were 
seeking their 6th Stanley Cup Championship last year, which would have 
been their 3rd consecutive Stanley Cup win. They have won the cup 
several times: 1991, 1992, 2009, 2016, and 2017. Another great NHL 
team is the Las Vegas Golden Knights.    

The Vegas Golden Knights are in their second season as a franchise. 
They are the 31st NHL team. The Knights is the first team in their expan-
sion season. They placed second out of all NHL teams. 

Finally another great team is the Chicago Blackhawks. The Chicago 
Blackhawks are one of the original 6 teams, along with the Boston 
Bruins, Detroit Red Wings, Montreal Canadiens, New York Rangers and 
the Toronto Maple Leafs. They have won three Stanley Cups in the last 
eight seasons. They were a dominate team last year even though  they 
did not make the playoffs.  After a rocky start, the Hawks’ management 
made a bold and controversial move in firing the long-time, fan favorite 
head coach, Joel Quenneville, replacing him with Jeremy Colliton, 33, 
the youngest head coach in the NHL. Only time will tell if this move will 
get the Hawks back in playoff contention.
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ACROSS
 
1 There is an autumnal ______  
5 A dessert with a crust  
6 Halloween moth  
7 Main dish for Thanksgiving  
9 "I got lots of candy on _____."  
11 Pumpkins are these  
14 The temperature gets _____  
15 Round and orange thing to carve at  

 Halloween
17 A ride at a pumpkin patch  
19 A crisp and crunchy fruit  
21 "I got _____ on Halloween."

DOWN
 
2 Thanksgiving month  
3 An apple drink  
4 On Thanksgiving you watch this 
6 Place to pick apple  
7 Holiday when we give thanks
8 yellow vegetable from a cob  
10 On crisp fall night your need a ____      

 blanket
12 A tool to gather leaves  
13 Spiders make these to catch a meal 
16 Trees lose these  
18 Another word for fall  
20 Place to pick pumpkins
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Gobble, gobble!
Have a Happy Thanksgiving!

Fourth grade turkeys created on Google Drawings


